[New developments in medical mycology].
Not only have the systemic mycoses clearly increased in number but also mycoses of the skin are more common than presumed in the past. Today onychomycosis is found in up to 10% of human beings. Onychomycosis can compromise quality of life markedly. Common tinea pedis is one of the most important risk factors for erysipelas of the lower legs. The clinical presentation of oral candidosis in HIV-infected patients is changing; Candida dubliniensis has been identified as another important causative microorganism. Onychomycosis today in most cases can be cured using terbinafine or itraconazole. When choosing the ideal drug in a given case, both the benefit risk ratio and the benefit cost ratio have to be taken into account. Liposomally encapsulated amphotericin B represents a major breakthrough in the treatment of systemic mycoses or fever of unknown origin. The same applies to liposomally encapsulated econazole with respect to tinea pedis. In regard to the pathogenesis of Candida infections the family of secreted aspartic proteinases plays a major role as a virulence factor and possible future target for antimycotic treatment.